Ohio Art League X Space brings you The Revenge of El Destructo, artwork
by Dan Gerdeman curated by Andrew Ina
April 1 - May 13, 2016
Opening reception April 8, 7-10pm
Artist talk May 13, 6pm
Closing reception May 13, 7-10pm
"El Destructo is a symbol for the dichotomy of human nature. He is petty and

heroic. He is whimsy with savagery. He is the fragile skin we can see and blood
and bones hidden from sight. He’s a mack truck full of emotional, sexual, and
social relationships thrown into a blender with a cupcake, a knife, a lemon, and
a fart joke. He is us.
"The origin of El Destructo began on an extended family vacation at a
ranch. One of the families with us left a wake of destruction wherever they
went. The bed and breakfast owners went from kind to mean immediately. The
family in question was oblivious as the rest of our group tidied their hurricane. El
Destructo began to resonate in my paintings, mostly as a gimmick for something
that struck me as frivolous or heroic. He and his cronies became symbols for
human frailty and super powers. They have grown into a family that functions in
both broken and well-oiled fashions."
Dan Gerdeman grew up in North Baltimore, Ohio. One of eight children, he was
raised on a steady diet of Marvel Comics, classic movies, and Life Magazine.
Trained at BGSU and Ohio State, he is an art teacher at Hilliard Davidson High
School. Dan is the father of three children and married to Artist Judy ChesnutGerdeman.
Ohio Art League X Space
400 W. Rich St.
Columbus, OH 43215
visit oal.org & gerdyart.tumblr.com
Thank you to our sponsors and partners for making Ohio Art League possible
including: Ohio Art League Members, Peg Mativi, Mary Lou Chess Memorial
Fund, Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP, Renée and Edward Steidle Fund,
Jerry Dannemiller, Thomas C and Mary Ann Hays Foundation,

Ohio Art League is a non-profit, member-based organization for artists. Founded
in 1909, OAL is the longest continually operating non-profit art league in the
state. The organization works strategically to help Ohio cultivate and retain top
visual art talent while positioning the state as a hub for the arts.
Through OAL, member artists receive support across all stages of their careers.
OAL helps make connections with patrons of the arts and the broader Ohio arts
community, provides opportunities for exhibition and studio space and offers
exhibition awards, workshops, professional development and members-only
events.

To learn more about Ohio Art League, to volunteer, sponsor, support or become
a member, please visit OAL.org.
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